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Tour of the Knife and sword museum 
Hangzhou, about 3 hrs drive west of shanhai. 

By Jove Lachman-Curl, summer 2014 
 
On one of my work trips to China earlier this year I had luck to visit this Museum. The knife and sword Museum (also scissors) is next 
to a section of the grand canal, the longest canal in the world, during the 5-6th century it spanned unbroken 17000 miles of trading 
canals from Beijing to Ningbo. They invented the canal lock, the highest part of the system being ~140ft. I’d added info to the pics 
where I had some. 
 
Many of the images are poor quality due to the lighting of the museum; also I’ve compressed them to make it emailable. If anyone 
wants a full size image to look at a detail, quote me the page number and I’ll happily send it along. There is a run through the history 
of Chinese swords, then some knives and some swords from other parts of the world. I start with a few pics of general interest. 
 
This first image is a knife I saw in a factory used for opening boxes and cutting threads. A reminder of how simple a knife can be. 
Blade + tape. Probably costs 10c. 
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A leather punch, looks easy to make, someone may find this useful. 
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A knife in a store in china with alloy and hardness noted. First time I’d seen this. 
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Coal barge, up to and a little over capacity. See empty and full barges in distance. 
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Fatigue crack, stress concentration at edge of shoulder caused this fatigue crack. Initiated at top edge, grew and finally broke through the last 
crescent moon at the bottom. A reminder for those nice curves on stick tangs to reduce stress concentration. 
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Old tailoring scissors, laminated blade faces. 
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High carbon cutting face does not rust in the same way as the rest of the scissors. Note the bright line 1/16th thick. 
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High carbon hard face cracks, body does not. 
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Welded up screwdriver, I love how they just get on with it. 
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Bronze sword, interesting patina 
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Han dynasty ~200 BC-200 AD.  a reproduction. 
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Detail of sword above. 
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900-1200 AD. Ring pommel swords. 
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~1000 AD 
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~1000 AD 
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This and next: short swords of 900-1300 AD. 
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1360-1600 Ming dynasty, after over 1000 yrs of long thin swords they changed to much heavier ones, perhaps armor improved. 



30 
 



31 
 



32 
 

 
Next few images. Heavy swords prevail again. 
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Reproduction period 1640-1910 
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1640-01910 
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 Detail of previous. Looks like brass rivets in blade for decoration. 
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All fineness went down the drain in the 20th century as you’ll see. 
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Now onto knives 
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Damascus waist sword of German Royal artillery Gerneral, 19th Century 
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American custom Folders, Set, in beach case. 



84 
 

 
Bronze razors perhaps?  They were labeled as “sharpeners” buy you never 
know in china. 
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END 


